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A FRAGMENT OF THE ANCREN RIWLE. 

SOME few weeks ago Mr. W. H. Allnutt kindly drew 
my attention to a number of manuscript fragments 
taken out of old bindings which he was engaged in arrang- 
ing. I at once recognized in one of them a 14th century 
MS. of the Middle English Ancren Riwle, and with the 
kind permission of Lord Robartes, the owner of the col- 
lection, I reproduce it here. It consists of a single leaf, 
and the handwriting is that of about 1330-40. The dia- 
lect, like that of MS. Nero A. XIV, points to the South- 
Western part of England. 

The leaf has been cut down one side so that, on the first 
page, the endings, on the second page, the beginnings of 
the lines, are wanting. Moreover, about half way down, 
a piece has crumbled away. The writing of the first page 
is clear and easy to read ; that of the second is much 
rubbed so that many letters are entirely gone, whilst 
others are so faint and indistinct as only to be decipherable 
with difficulty. The letters cut off at the edges as well as 
the undecipherable letters on page 2 I have supplied with 
the help of Morton's edition, enclosing them in square 
brackets. In printing, the line arrangement of the origi- 
nal has been adhered to, and the contractions, all of which 
have been expanded, are denoted by italics. 

and 1 J?orou a \at ilke lymynge louie 3 it so swij>e 4 
[pat heo] forte queme it in is foule ku#d° ! gej> out of hi 
[re] hye' hefneli' cu«de . and forte payen J>is fleisch . 
[wre]}?be)? hire schuppare pat schuptte hir* after \i\m sulf 
[J»at is] kyng and keyser of erj>e andoi hefne . wonder ouer 

1 Ancren Riwle, ed. Morton, p. 138, 1. 25. 2 After \orou an i erased. 
'After louie a letter erased (»?). 4 On margin is written : Indecens copu- 
laci'o. 5 After kund a letter erased (e ?). 6 Only part of the h is left. ' After 
hefneli about three letters erased (c he ?). 



200 Napier, [Vol. II 

[alle wonjder 1 and hokerli" wonder '. pat so vnymete lou 

ping 
[fere ni]hil . wel ni noujt seip seiwt Austyn schal dra- 
[wen] in to sunne so vnimete hei ping as soule is . pat 
[seint] austin clepej? . fen? summum . pat is wel ni hext 

ping". 
[wiJ>out]e god one . Ac god nolde not pat a* lupe 6 in to 

pru- 
[de ne] ne wilned 6 to clymbe ' and fulle as dude Iucifer 

[for b]e was wij><?ute charg' . and teyjede for J>i a 

clot of 
[heui] er]?e to hire . as me dej> pe cubbel to pe cou 
[oJ>er to] 'oper best ! pat is to rechind 8 ««*/rengyng 8 aboute." 
[And J>at is] pat lob seij>. Qui fecisti ventis .i. spiritibzw . 
[pondus.] louerd he seij> J>ou hast imaked foJ?er to fej>re 10 . 
[wij> pe soule . ]?at is J>at] heuie fleisch pat drawep pe soule 

donward 
[ac J>orou pe heihschip]e of hire ! it worj? ful lijt". 
rje, lijtore J>on pe win]d is and bri^tore J>on pe sonne 
[is, }if hit foluwe]?] hire ne ne drawe]? hire to s\vij>e 
[into hire lowe] cund™. leoue sustre« for his loue pat a" 
[is il]ich to '. bere]? hire menske . lete }e not pat lowe 
[fleis]ch maystre hire to swi]?e . a" is in vncuJ>J>e 14 
[her] . iput in a prison . bitund in a qualmhous . and nis 
[nout] ej»sene of wch dignite 16 a" is . hou hei is 
[hire] cu«d". ne wuch a schal J>u«che jut in hir oune 
[rich]e . pat fleisch is her at home . as er)?e pat is 
[at] erj>e . and is for )?i quynte and quyuer . as me 

1 Only part of the d is left. s After hokerli about two letters erased (ch ?). 
3 On right margin is written : De dignitate anime. 4 Before a a letter erased 
(hi). 6 The u of lupe written on erasure. 'After wilned a. letter erased (^?). 
'After charg a letter erased (el). 8 After both rec hind and rengyng a letter 
erased (e ?). 9 aboute -was written and the contraction sign over the e erased. 
10 fe\re is ' to load, make heavy,' not 'to give wings to,' as Morton trans- 
lates. "On margin is written: Felix esse potest qui felici cop»lat[ ]. 
18 Only the lower part of c is left ; after;/ is a trace of a letter (el). 13 Before 
a a letter erased (h ?). I4 On margin is written : Qualiter a»i>raa est hie q«a.ri 
aduena. 15 dignite. Between t and e a. t has been erased. 16 Before a a let- 
ter erased (hi). " After cund a letter erased (el). 
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[seij>] pat cure 1 is kene on is oune mixne 2 . 

[J>at] hauej? 3 to muche maistrie weilawei o monie . 

[ac] ancre as ichabbe er iseid ! aujt 4 to ben al gost 6 

[lich] 3if a wole wel flen as brid pat haue]? lutel fleisch 

[and moni]e ieperen. Nout one jut ]?is ! ac schewe 6 pat a te- 

[mej?] wel hir^ foule vntowe fleisch . and strengj>e)? and dep 

mewske' to pe wor[)?fule] soule . schewe jut 

a mot is 8 J>orou hiiv forbisne . and J>orou h[ire] 

beodes jiue strengj>e to opre . and ophold 9 hem [pat] 

a ne [fallen ij>e] du«g i0 of su«ne Ant for p\ [Dauid] 

a[non after ]?at he haued] y[eu]ened ancre t[o pel] 

lican [ . h]e euen[ede] hir^" [to] nijtfoul pal is [vnder] 

euesyng 12 . SiMz'lis fact[us] suwz peWicauo soYitudinis . 

Fac[tus sum] 

sicut nicticorax \n domici[li]o . 

J>e IS nijtfoul ij>e euesyng bitockne]? r<?c[lus-] 

[es] pat wonieJ> for p\ vnder chirche euesy[nge] 

pat a vnderstond[e] pat a aujte to be of so h[oli] 

lif J>[a]t al holi churche . pat is cristene folk 

[lo]uye and wreoJ>[e] vpon ham and heo hold[e] 

[hire up] w\p her^ lif holynesse \_and~] hore god[e bonen.] 

[and] 1 * for p'\ is ancre ancre icleped . and [vnder] 

chirche iancred as ancre vnder schi[pes borde] 

forte hold[e] pat schip pat [uj>en ne stormes] 16 
* " * * * * 

1 MS. Nero A. XIV has coc, which is, no doubt, the original reading, while 
MS. Cleopatra C. VI (which is the opinion of Mr. Warner of the British 
Museum, who kindly examined the MS.'for me, dates from about 1240) agrees 
with this fragment in having curre ' cur.' The earliest quotation for the 
simple cur in the New Engl. Diet, is from Chaucer, though the compound 
curdog is cited from the Ancren Riwle, p. 290. 2 ,i. duchul =' dunghill' is 
added over the line, 3 Of the h of haue\ but little remains. 4 After au%t a 
letter erased (e ?). 5 On right margin is written : Desce«dit ad matma« 
sua?«. 6 After schewe a letter erased. ' With menske the second page begins- 
8 Before is I think I can make out a very faint g. 9 After ophold a letter 
erased (^?). 10 After dung a letter erased (el). " Only faint traces of hire can 
be made out. 12 After euesyng a letter erased (el). n On margin is written : 
Quare reclusa comparatur nicticoraci. "On the margin is written : Quaie 
sub domicilio. 16 The next four lines are almost entirely gone. Only faint 
traces of single letters are here and there visible. I here give the missing 
part from Morton, p. 142, 1. 11 : hit ne ouerworpen. Al so al holi chirche, \et 
is schip icleoped, schal ancren olSer ancre ]>et hit so holde, ]>et tes deofles puffes, ]>et 
ieoZ temptaciuns, hit ne ouerworpe. Euerich hauefi ]>is auoreward etc. 
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J>is aforward boJ>e J»orou nome of ancre [and] 
J>orou ~pat a [w]oneJ> vnder J>e chirche . as[e forte] 
vnderstip[en hire jif] a wold[e] falle . [j]if a b[rekej>] 
forward loke warn a lie and hou [con]tynue[Iement] 
for a' ne stuwte]? neure [ancre] wonung[e and] 
hire nome criej> eure J?is forw[ard ju]t wan [a] 
slepej>\ [An] oper half . J>e n[i?t]foul fle)> [bi] 
nijte #«*/ bijit ij>e sterre lijte [his] fode . als[o 3 schal] 
ancre fle[n] wij> c<?»tewzplacion . [J>a]t is wij> 4 he[i J>oujt 
and wij) [holi] bonerc ! bi nijt toward hefne [and bi-] 
jite bi nijt hire soule fode . [b]i nijt [ouh] 
a[ncre forte ben] waker and bisili 5 aboute g[ostliche] 
bije[te] for J>i comej? ano# Iper&iter . Vigi[laui] 

Arthur S. Napier. 

Oxford University. 
Oxford, England. 

1 Before a a letter erased (h ?). s On the margin is written : Alia proprie- 
tas nicticorac»\f. 3 Only part of the s still left. * is ivip very faint. 6 After 
bisili about 3 letters erased (che ?). 



